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TEIGNI'JQUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  CQUIMCIL 

AJMUAL  REPORT  --  1954, 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Councillors, 


Gentlemen, 

I  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  the  31  st, 
Decemher,  1 954« 


-The  Death  rate  is  once  again  very  much  helov/  the  National 
level,  especially  after  applying  the  Registrar  General’s  factor 
for  correction  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many  more  older 
people  J.n  this  District  than  are  to  he  found  in  the  more  pop¬ 
ulous  parts  of  the  Country. 

The  comparison  of  the  Death  rates  of  the  District  and  of 
the  Country  as  a  whole  for  the  past  five  years  are  of  interest j- 
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England  and  V/ales 

1950 
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1953 

10.04 

11.4 

1954 

9.53 

11.3 

Only  one  case 

of  Measles  was  notified 

in  1954  opposed 

to  the  two  hundred  and  forty-six  cases  notified  in  the  previous 
year.  This  is  quite  a  usual  occurrence  for  this  disease  which 
normally  occurs  in  epidemic  form  in  alternate  yea.rs. 


During  the  year  a  large  amount  of  time  was  devoted  to 
visiting  older  people  in  the  area  v/ho  for  some  reason  or  other 
are  not  receiving  adequate  care  and  attention.  The  problem 
of  the  aged  people  becomes  more  acute  as  each  year  passes  by, 
and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  accommodation  either  in  the 
County  Council's  homes  for  such  persons  or  even  \7orse  in  the 
Geriatric  Section  of  Hospitals  becomes  desperate  especially 
during  the  months  of  ^pril.  May  and  June, 

One  of  the  worst  problems  is  due  to  the  Administrative 
difficulties  caused  by  there  being  two  separate  authorities 
dealing  with  those  who  need  Hospital  attention  and  those  for 
whom  no  nursing  is  required.  Cases  arise  from  time  to  time 
of  persons  who  have  been  kept  at  their  homes,  and  have,  v/ith 
periodical  visits  from  the  District  Nurse,  just  managed  to 
carry  on.  When  the  point  arises  where  it  is  no  longer  possible 
for  the  person  to  stay  in  his  home,  a  Hospital  bed  has  to  be 
found.  The  County  Council's  homes  do  not  reckon  to  and  are 
not  staffed  for  the  care  of  such  persons.  The  Hospitals  have 
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Li  long  \7aiting  list  of  persons  v;h.o  v;oulci  "benefit  from  the  facil¬ 
ities  that  only  a  Hospital  can  offer  and  rightly  feel  that  a 
Hospital  bed  is  being  v/asted  by  admitting  such  a  patient  for  an 
indefinite  period. 

The  logical  solution  to  this  problem  v/ould  be  for  the  duties 
of  caring  for  the  aged  persons  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  authority, 
A  body  such  as  this  should  be  able  to  co-ordinate  the  work  of 
the  various  organisations  involved.  First  by  increasing  the 
scope  of  the  help  which  can  be  provided  in  the  patients  ovm  home, 
or  perhaps  by  the  organisation  of  a  ’Boarding  out'  service  with 
private  families  as  is  done  successfully  in  Exeter,  The  other 
major  improvement  which  a  unified  authority  could  effect  would  be 
in  the  allocation  of  beds  for  the  various  types  of  patients  and 
provision  could  also  be  made  for  those  ’intermediate’  cases  who 
need  only  minimal  Hospital  treatment. 


Another  problem  is  the  ever  increasing  number  of  campers 
v;ho  arrive  in  the  district  at  the  height  of  the  holiday  season. 
These  campers  are  unable  to  find  accommodation  in  sites  which 
are  equipped  v/ith  the  necessary  water  supply  and  sanitary 
conveniences  and  in  consequence  many  fields  which  are  unsuitable 
from  the  public  health  point  of  view  are  crowded  'with  tents  and 
caravans  for  a  period  of  about  a  month.  Sanitation  is  at  its 
most  primitive  when  the  risk  of  the  spread  of  fly  borne  diseases, 
including  poliomyelitis,  is  at  its  greatest. 

The  solution  to  this  problem  is  not  easy.  This  Council 
could  issue  Public  Health  licences  for  a  limited  period  to 
landowners  who  would  be  prepared  to  offer  the  minimal  require¬ 
ments  of  a  good  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  for  a 
period  covering  the  peak  of  the  holiday  season  -  say  about  six 
to  eight  v/eeks.  The  Tovm  and  Country  Planning  Authority  'would 
almost  certainly  oppose  the  extension  of  camping  sites  in  the 
way  suggested  on  the  grounds  of  amenity,  but  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  popularity  of  this  type  of  camping  holiday  is 
increasing  annually  and  it  is  probable  that  more  and  more 
people  will  be  coming  to  South  Devon  with  their  tents  in  each 
succeeding  August,  Having  arrived,  they  will  stay:  If  there 
are  no  adequate  sanitary  arrangem.ents  for  .them  they  will 
manage  without,  to  the  detriment  of  everyone,  including  the 
local  ratepayer. 


Samples  of  the  District’s  Water  Supplies  have  been  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  from  time  to  time  and  on  nearly 
every  occasion  satisfactory  reports  were  received. 


I  append  also  my  Port  Health  re 
eomplios  \/ith  the  I.iinistrj''  of  Health 


port  for  the  year  1,35-' 
Form  Port  20. 


I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillors 
and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  the  help  and  co-operation 
received  during  the  year. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Healtho 


November,  1 955* 
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STATISTICS  AIID  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  (in  acres)  . . . . . . . 

Population  Mid  1  954  . . . . 

Population  1 951  Census . . . . 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st.  January,  1954  . 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st.  Peceraber,  1954 
Product  of  1  d.  rate  as  at  1st.  April,  1954 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Male 

• 

Female. 

Total, 

Legitimate 

50 

60 

110 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

9 

55 

64 

119. 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per 

1000 

total  population 

11.37 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate 

per 

1  000, 

total  population 

13.53 

Crude  Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Bevon 

13.08 

Corrected  Live  Birth  rate  per  1 000 

Administrative  County 

total  population 
of  Devon 

1 4. 91 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000 

total  population  England 
and  Wales 

15.2 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male 

• 

Female, 

Total, 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

6, 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  0.57 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  43.00 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

England  and  Wales  23.4 


2,350 
■10,470 
10,589 
£.  99,613 

£,  100,062 
£.  397 


DEATHS. 

The  average  age  at  death,  fron  all  causes,  v/as  found  to  be 
74.36  years.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  the  average  age  of 
all  male  deaths  Y/as  73.80  years  and  for  female  deaths  74.81  years. 
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Male,  Female.  Total, 

78  94  1 72 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  16.43 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  9*33 

Crude  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  14*18 

Corrected  Death  rate  per  1000  total  population 

Administrative  County  of  Devon  10,49 


Death  rate  per  1000  total  population  England  and  Wales  11.3 

Infant  Mortality. 

(Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 

Male,  Female,  Total, 

Legitimate  112 

Illegitimate  _  _  _ 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  One  year) 


per  1000  related  live  hirthe  16.81 

Infant  Mortality  rate  Administrative  County  of  Devon  25.48 
Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  'Wales  25#  5 

Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

(Death  of  Infants  under  Four  v/eeks) 

Male,  Female,  Total, 

Legitimate  -  1  1 

Illegitimate  _  _  - 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  (Death  of  Infants  under  Four 

weeks)  per  1000  related  live  "births  8,40 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  rate  Adrainstrative  County  of  Devon  16,79 

Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  17.7 


Maternal  Mortality. 

No  maternal  deaths  have  occurred  during  the  past  year.  The 
Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Devon 
is  0,59,  four  cases  having  occurred  within  the  County, 

ACE  AT  DEATH. 


Male, 


Infants  under  four  ¥/eeks 
Infants  under  one  year 
1 
5 
15 
25 

carried  forward 


Female, 

1 


-  4  ~ 


AG-E  ■  AT  DEATH  (continued) 


Male , 

Female 

brought  forward 

2 

2 

45 

13 

16 

C5 

16 

26 

75  anti  over 

47 

50 

78 

94 

Total:  172. 
CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Male.  Female 

All  catises  78  94 

Tuberouj-osis,  respiratory  -  i 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  -  3 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  -  5 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  9  8 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  -  2 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  14  14 
Coronary  disease,  angina  11  7 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  -  6 
Other  heart  disease  I6  23 
Other  circulatory  disease  4  3 
Influenza  1  1 
Pneumonia  4 

Bronchitis  2  2 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  1  1 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  -  1 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2  3 
Congenital  malformations  1  1 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5  9 
Accidents  (other  than  motor  vehicle)  2  3 
Suicide  2 


78  94 


Total:  172, 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Male. 

Female. 

Total, 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

2 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

8 

16 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

14 

16 

30. 

Total:  30, 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year.  Details  are  set  out  in  the  following  table;- 

AGE  PERIODS.  CASES. 

Male,  -  Female, 


Under  five  years  - 

5  - 

15  - 

25  -  2  5 

U5  - 

65  and  over  -  - 


2  5 


Total:  7. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1 9U8  and  1951. 

Official  action  under  Section  hi  of  the  National  Assistance 
Acts,  1948  nnd  19-51  v/as  ne.cessar  /  in  one  case  during  1954. 
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WATER  SUPPLY, 


A  nev;  9”  diameter  concrete  lined  cast  iron  main  v/as  laid 
from  Hazeldown  Reservoir  through  Higher  VVoodv/ay  Road  to  New  Road 
c.t  a  cost  of  £5,000  and  the  distribution  problem  in  the  Nev/  Road 
r..rea  v/as  solved  before  the  Summer  season.  No  further  complaints 
jf  shortage  were  received. 

The  old  4”  steel  pipe,  laid  in  1907  from  Netherton  to  Shaldon 
was  re-laid  in  a  more  direct  route  with  6”  diameter  concrete 
lined  cast  iron  pipes,  the  first  half  being  completed  before  mid¬ 
summer  thus  affording  a  much  better  supply.  The  remainder  was 
completed  in  the  Autumn,  In  addition  a  10,000  gallon  reinforced 
concrete  tank  at  Porches  was  included  in  the  scheme  in  order  to 
supply  the  Long  Lane  area,  which  is  above  reservoir  level  and 
this  will  be  completed  in  January,  1955#  The  estimated  final 
cost  of  the  Scheme  is  £20,000, 

In  August  the  Surveyor  presented  a  report  upon  the  existing 
supply  together  Virith  future  proposals  in  \?hich  he  recommended  the 
following  (Preliminary  approximate  costs  being  given) ;- 

£. 


(±)  Re-laying  of  trunk  main  under  River  Teign  15,000 

(ii)  Ne¥\f  leading  mains  to  W,  Teignmouth  10,000 

(iii)  New  Service  Reservoir,  W.  Teignmouth  20,000 

(iv)  Re-laying  trunk  main  from  Hazeldown  to  RiT^r 

Teign  30,000 

(v)  Waste  water  detection  scheme  2,000 

(vi)  Duplicate  plant  at  Mylor  2,000 


The  Council  accepted  proposals  (i),  (ii),  (iii)  aJ^d  (iv) 
and  a  report  giving  more  detailed  recommendations  is  in  hand. 

The  completion  of  such  schemes  should  ensure  an  adequate 
and  wholesome  supply  for  the  town  for  many  years. 

The  Shaldon  Pumping  Station  and  well  has  not  been  in  use 
since  31st,  July,  1954,  and  will  be  retained  for  standby  purposes 
only. 


The  Teignmouth  supplies  are  therefore,  derived  from  Paignton 
Waterworks  (Holne  Reservoir,  Dartmoor)  in  bulk  and  the  well  at 
Mylor,  Improved  lime-dosage  arrangements  ■were  made  at  Holne  by 
the  Paignton  Ylfaterworks  Dept,  during  the  year,  comprising 
m*echanical  Plant, 

Population  supplied:-  Winter  11 ,000 

Summer  20,000  -  25,000. 

Total  number  of  dv;ellings:-  3,444* 

Total  cons'umption;-  High  Level  96,670,100  gallons. 

Low  Level  73,236,000  do, 

Shaldon  22,579,980  do. 


192,486,080  gallons 


Maximum  Daily  Consumption  -  620,580. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1954. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended 
31st.  December,  1954 . 

INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


During  the  year  2,445  inspections  and  visits  have  been  made 
in  connection  with  Official  Duties.  These  are  divided  as 
follows  i- 


Inspections  re  Housing  255 
Inspections  re  Nuisances,  Drainage,  etc.  839 
Inspections  of  Food  Premises,  etc.  197 
Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workplaces  142 
Visits  in  connection  with  Rat  and  Mice  Infestations  237 
Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  153 
Visits  in  connection  v;lth  Infectious  Diseases,  etc.  47 
Visits  -  Miscellaneous  575 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  built-up  portion  of  the  District  is  sewered  aid  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  out-lying  houses  and  farms,  which  are 
removed  from  such  sewers,  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the 
District  discharge  to  pipe  sewers  which  are  connected,  via 
storage  tanks  and  pumping  stations,  to  two  controlled  outlets 
at  the  mouth  of  the  River  Teign. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


There  are  now  no  licensed  or  registered  slaughter-houses 
in  the  District  and  all  meat  is  brought  to  the  Town  from 
Slaughter-houses  at  Newton  Abbot,  Exeter,  etc...  During  the 
year  197  visits  have  been  paid  to  food  premises  and  493  tins 
and  packets  of  various  foodstuffs,  v\;eighing  approximately 
1,158  lbs.  have  been  condemned.  The  following  quantities  of 
other  foods  were  also  surrendered 

Beef  . . . .  79  lbs  . 

Sausages  . . .  63  lbs  . 

Cheese  . . .  9  lbs  . 

Bacon  . . . .  3  lbs  . 


Total  i  154  lbs . 


making  a  total  weight  of  1,312  lbs.  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
food.  No  legal  action  was  necessary  in  regard  to  any  of  the 
above . 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AITO  DISPOSAL 


This  is  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Collection  of  refuse  (once  weekly  from  Private  houses  and  twice 
weekly  from  Hotels  and  Boarding  Houses)  is  oxocutod  by  two 
"Karrier  Bantam”  Refuse  Vehicles,  with  assistance  by  the 
Surveyor's  or  hired  lorries.  Tipping,  by  controlled  methods, 
is  at  the  Council’s  Tip  at  Broadmeadow,  which  it  is  proposed 
eventually  to  convert  to  an  extensive  level  area,  capable  of 
accommodating  football  grounds,  cricket  pitches,  tennis  courts, 
etc.,  which  are  badly  needed  in  the  District. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  8  nev/  Housing  Units  (4-2  bedroom  houses 
and  4-3  bedroom  houses  )  have  been  erected  and  occupied  on 
the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  at  Coombe  Valley  and  Kingsway. 

Also  the  erection  of  18  housing  units  on  the  Bitton  Street  Site 
was  commenced  and  plans  were  being  prepared  for  the  construction 
of  10  one  bedroomed  Bungalov/s  for  Old  Persons  on  a  site  at 
Second  Avenue . 

Thirty  new  tenants  have  been  accommodated  during  the  year 
in  the  8  new  housing  units  and  vacated  Council  houses  and 
Requisitioned  properties.  As  far  as  possible,  with  the 
premises  available,  transfers  are  arranged  between  tenants  so 
that  the  size  of  the  house  concerned  is  in  proportion  to  the 
size  of  the  family.  The  list  of  applicants  for  the  tenancies 

of  Council  premises  shows  little  sign  of  decreasing,  but  there 
are  few  large  families  remaining  on  the  Council’s  List  and  the 
greater  need  at  the  present  time  is  for  two  bedroomed  flats  to 
accommodate  small  families.  However,  a  proportion  of  three 

bedroomed  houses  must  be  built,  to  accommodate  mixed  families, 
now  and  in  the  future . 

During  the  year  8  properties  have  been  de-requisitloned . 


RODENT  CONTROL 


This  remains  one  of  the  major  duties  of  the  Public  Health 
Department.  During  the  twelve  months  ended  the  31st.  March, 

1955  -  206  premises  were  treated  for  the  eradication  of  rats 
and/or  mice,  with  satisfactory  results.  These  treatments 
entailed  237  visits  and  in  addition  numerous  inspections  were 
made  of  other  properties  to  establish  the  degree,  if  any,  of 
infestation. 

Also  the  annual  test  baiting  followed  by  the  half  yearly 
treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewers  were  made,  as  requested  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries . 


I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
N.  S.  Tucker. 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1957  &  1948. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE 
YEAR  1954  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  TEIGNMOUTH  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 

DEVON. 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1957. 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  b;)”  the  Sanitary  Inspector)  . 


Number 

'  of 

No;  on  Inspec  Written 

Register  -tions  Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  v/hlch  S. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  &  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  L/A 

36  40  3 

Nil 

(il)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  S.  7  is 
enforced  by  the  L/A 

66  85  6 

Nil 

(lll)Other  premises  in  which 

S.  7  is  enforced  by  the 

L/A  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises ) . 

7  17  2 

Nil 

TOTALS 

109  142  11 

Nil 

2.  CASES  IN  YfflICH  DEFECTS  YffiRE  FOUl'TD 


No ;  of 
ects 

Found 

cases 

were 

Reme¬ 
died  . 

i  in  which  def- 

f ound . 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Insptr.  Insptr. 

Nos  of  cases 

in  which  pro¬ 
secutions  were 
ins  tituted . 

Want  of  cleanliness  S.l 

4 

4 

,  , 

Nil 

Overcrowding  S.2 

Unreasonable 

— 

— 

*• 

Nil 

Temperature  S.3 

Inadequate  »•  -  . '  ■ 

— 

•• 

Nil 

Ventilation  S.4 

Ineffective  drainage 

1 

1 

* 

Nil 

of  Floors  S.6 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

■" 

Nil 

(a)  Insufficient  S.7 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

2 

— 

•• 

Nil 

defective 

(c)  separate  for 

3 

3 

1 

Nil 

Sexes 

Other  offences  against 

1 

1 

* 

Nil 

the  Act . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nil 

TOTALS 

11 

11 

- 

1 

Nil 

No  cases  of  outwork  being  carried  on  in  unwholesome  premises  have 
been  found  and  consequently  Table  3  has  not  been  Included. 
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AKNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH  OP  PORT  HEALTH 
AUTHORITY  FOR  THE  YEAR  19514-.  


SECTION  I. 

STAFF. 

SABLE  A  -  NO  CHANGE. 

SECTION  III. 

CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

TABLE  C. 

Passenger  Traffic  . . .  (Number  of  Passengers  Inwards  -  Six, 

(Number  of  Passengers  Outv/ards  - 

Thirteen. 


Cargo  Traffic  (Principal  Imports  -  Coal,  cement,  timber, 

(Principal  Exports  -  Clay. 


PRINCIPAL  PORTS  from  which  ships  arrive 

FOREIGN;-  Abo,  Amsterdam,  Antv/erp,  Brest,  Caen,  Calais, 
Deauville,  Genoa,  Gurnsey,  Jersey,  Delfzijil, 
Ghent,  Gravelines,  Honfleur,  Kotka,  L' Orient, 
Rotterdam,  St,  Male,  Hamburg,  Gothenburg,  Kemi, 
Archangel,  Naples,  Gefle,  Morlaix, 

COASTWISE;-  Amble,  Belfast,  Blyth,  Cardiff,  Fleetwood, 

Dublin,  Goole,  Hull,  Keadby,  London,  Nev/castle, 
Plymouth,  Poole,  Rochester,  Southari^ton, 
Swansea,  Waterford,  Yificklow, 


SECTION  IV. 

INLAIID  BARGE  TR.APFIC. 

Numbers  and  tonnage  using  the  district  and  places  served  by  the 
traffic  -  Nil, 


SECTION  V. 


Yl^ATER  SUPPLY  -  NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  VI, 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952  -  NO  CHANGE. 

SECTION  VII. 

SMALLPOX  -  NO  CHANGE. 


SECTION  VIII, 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  -  NO  CHANGE. 
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SECTION  IX, 


Cases  of*  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases  on  ships. 

No  cases  of  notifiable  and.  other  infectious  diseases  v/ere 
reported  during  the  year. 


SECTION  X. 

Observations  on  the  occurroncc  of  malaria  in  ships. 
No  cases  of  Malaria  v/ere  notified  during  the  year, 

SECTION  XI. 

Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  Virith 

or  suspected  for  plague. 

No  action  necessary  under  this  section. 


SECTION  XII. 


Measures  against  Rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


(1 )  Ppocedure  for  inspection  of  ships  for  rats. 

Enquiries  are  made  from  masters  of  vessels  using  the  port 
by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  regarding  the  presence  of  rats, 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  exam¬ 

ination  of  rodents,  with  special  reference  to  rodent  plague, 
including  the  number  of  rodents  sent  for  examination  during 

the  year. 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  bacteriological  examination 
or  rodents  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  7,  Lix's  Field, 
Exeter  -  Telephone  No,  Exeter  54959. 

No  rodents  were  sent  for  examination  during  the  year, 

(3)  Arrangements  in  the  district  for  deratting  ships,  the  methods 

used, and,  if  done  by  a  commercial  contractor,  the  name  of 

the  contractor, 

A  ship  requiring  deratting  would  be  referred  to  Plymouth, 

(4)  Progress  in  the  rat-proofing  of  ships. 

No  action  is  taken  in  this  matter  at  Teignmouth. 

TABLE  E,  -  Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from 

foreign  ports. 

No  rats  have  been  destroyed,  at  Teignmouth,  in  ships  from 
foreign  ports  during  1954. 

TABT.'ff  F,  -  Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption 

Certificates  issued  during  the  year  for  shins  from  foreign 

Ports. 

Not  applicable  to  this  authority. 
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SECTION  XIII. 


Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances. 


Table  G-.  —  inspections  and  Notices. 

Fifty  five  routine  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
No  action  v/as  necessary  regarding  the  service  of  Notices, 


SECTION  XIV. 


Public  Health  (Shell-Fish)  Regulations.  1 93U  and  1 9U8, 

The  system  of  purification  of  Teign  Mussels,  inaugurated 
in  the  previous  year  by  Dr,  N,  Reynolds  of  the  Fisheries 
Experiment  Station  at  Conway,  was  continued  and  as  a  result  of 
the  satisfactory  bacteriological  results  of  samples  taken  during 
the  i  953/3^4;  season  the  embargo  placed  for  many  years  on  "Teign 
Mussels"  by  the  Fishmongers^  Company  of  London  was  lifted  and 
also  the  Birmingham  (Teignmouth)  Shellfish  Order  of  1937  (which 
prohibited  the  sale  of  shellfish  for  human  consumption  within 
the  City  of  Birmingham,  which  were  derived  from  layings  situated 
at  Teignmouth)  was  withdraivn  by  the  City  Council  on  the  7th, 
April,  195U. 

Thus  Teignmouth  Mussels  in  their  cleansed  condition  can 
now  be  sold  anywhere  without  danger  to  public  health. 


SECTION  XV. 


Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens, 


Not  applicable  to  this  authority. 


